2021 Results
First to the Field collaboratively connects
agricultural manufacturers and retailers with progressive growers to effectively evaluate new products and concepts. AFS
looks beyond just the difference in bushels per acre and focuses
on how growers can optimize production more sustainability
for the future.
Protocol is designed in a way that allows AFS agronomists to
evaluate products in all trials, from planting through harvest.
In this booklet you can view plot data from 2021 and preview
the 2022 Trial Concepts.

https://www.afschem.com/farming-practices/first-to-the-field/

Asmus Farm Supply’s program First to the Field (FTF) collaboratively connects agricultural manufacturers
and retailers with progressive growers to effectively evaluate new products and concepts. We look beyond
just the difference in bushels per acre and focus on how growers can optimize production more sustainably
for the future.
Our protocol is designed in a way that allows our agronomists to fully evaluate our concept trials, from planting through harvest.
This booklet contains our tested data from 2021.
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Talk to your local AFS Sales Agronomist to learn more about
being a part of this exclusive network of innovative growers.

2021 First to the Field Concept Evaluations
First to the Field is Asmus Farm Supply’s innovation evaluation platform, allowing growers to
produce quality and credible information with new technology designed to enhance yield.

Feed the Beans is a three tiered
application consisting of multiple
bio-stimulates and micronutrients aimed at
economically increasing bean yields.
Veltyma is a new foliar fungicide for corn and
soybeans. It provides up to twice the residual length
of many other fungicides allowing for an earlier
application when equipment restricts the typical
VT-R1 application

Saltro is a soybean seed treatment that
provides protection from SDS without signs of
plant stress, including phytotoxicity, stunting,
reduced plant stands, susceptibility to pests or
weather, and reduced plant growth above and
below ground.

Source goes to work in your soils activating
beneficial microbes in the root zone. Source’s
microbes activate essential nutrients such
as nitrogen and phosphorous making them
available all season long.

SeedZone™ IF is a new Furrow Input Optimizer
that enhances the moisture environment in the
furrow, providing optimal conditions for the performance of inputs across crops and soil types.
SeedZone IF helps maximize your investment in
starter fertilizer, pesticide, and other crop inputs.
Xyway is an at plant, in-furrow applied
fungicide with very high xylem mobility. Xyway is taken up by the roots and
translocated quickly within the plant,
providing systemic activity that results in
season long disease protection.

Feed the Beans is a multi-tiered application consisting of Optify Stretch, Symbol
Release Plus, Triad, and Legend Elite. The goal of this trial is to combine the
in-furrow application with two foliar applications to increase plant vigor, increase nodes, retain more pods, and economically increase bean yields.

While the results of this trial in 2020 were all positive, 2021 reversed that trend with
mostly negative responses. Over a two year period, we only had two trials with a
positive ROI. While we expected a challenge to obtain a positive ROI, the negative
yield responses were a surprise. We still feel there is value in some of these products.
More work will be done in our demo plots to see if we can find an in furrow/foliar
combo that consistently performs on soybeans.

2020 Trial Data

2021 Trial Data

Saltro is a soybean seed treatment that provides protection from SDS
without signs of plant stress, including phytotoxicity, stunting, reduced
plant stands, susceptibility to pests or weather, and reduced plant
growth above and below ground.

The results for 2020 and 2021 were largely positive, but the yield increases
were negligible. SDS thrives in cool, wet soils. Though we planted early
both years, we did not experience these conditions. In general, we were
dry and ahead on heat units. We did not see significant SDS pressure in
2020 or 2021. If the disease is not present, the less benefit we will see from
the treatment.

2020 Trial Data

2021 Trial Data

Veltyma is a new foliar fungicide for corn and soybeans. Veltyma
provides up to twice the residual length of many other fungicides,
allowing for an earlier application when equipment, weather, or
logistics restrict the typical VT-R1 application in corn.
The goal of this trial is to evaluate the efficacy of a pre-tassel
application of Veltyma to determine if this practice can be an
effective disease management strategy. We expect to see a positive yield response to the V10 Veltyma application, with the
understanding there will be variance in that response dependent
on many factors such as disease pressure, crop rotation, weather,
hybrid selection, and many others.

Based on the data from these trials in 2020 and 2021, the results were all or
nothing. The yield response to Veltyma was either statistically insignificant or
overwhelmingly positive. We don’t have enough data to truly determine what
led to the big yield differences in these trials. Crop rotation, weather, hybrid,
and geography could all be factors. The only confident conclusion we can
draw is that when the crop responded to the Veltyma, it responded in a big
way. We feel comfortable saying that when there is a need for fungicide, a pre
tassel application of Veltyma is an effective option.

2020 Trial Data

2021 Trial Data

Source is a synthetic chemistry that goes to work within your soil profile.
Source activates beneficial microbes at the root zone. These microbes unlock
phosphate to be made available to the plant and transforms nitrogen in the
atmosphere to a plant form for uptake into your crop. The goal of this trial
is to apply Source to corn in early vegetative stages to determine if increased
microbial activity leads to a healthier plant and increased yield.

Through summer field observations, we saw healthier plants with more root
mass and larger stalks. This led to less tip back on the ears of treated plants
versus the untreated plants. The yield result was impressive as well, albeit only
one trial. Unfortunately, we were unable to obtain data from the other trials.
We look forward to trialing Source again in 2022.

2021 Trial Data

SeedZone™ IF is a new Furrow Input Optimizer from Precision Laboratories
that enhances the moisture environment in the furrow, providing optimal
conditions for the performance of inputs across crops and soil types. SeedZone IF helps maximize your investment in starter fertilizer, pesticide, and
other crop inputs. The goal of this trial is to apply SeedZone IF with our in
furrow application to determine if the enhancement of the in furrow inputs
leads to a positive yield response.

We saw some nice results from this trial, but we also experienced
some unforeseen compatibility issues. Several trials had to be
omitted due to plugged screens in the starter system. Precision
Laboratories is currently working with a new formulation and
conducting compatibility tests. We hope to trial the new formulation of SeedZone IF in 2022.

2021 Trial Data

Xyway LFR is an at plant, in-furrow applied fungicide with very
high xylem mobility. Xyway is
taken up by the roots and translocated quickly throughout the
plant, providing systemic activity
that results in season long disease
protection. The goal of this trial
is to evaluate an in-furrow, at
plant application of Xyway LFR
to corn. We expect to see season
long disease reduction, resulting
in higher yields.

Overall, we saw positive yield results with the majority of the trials
showing a positive ROI as well. Please note in the results table that
Trial 1 was a comparison of Xyway versus a foliar VT fungicide application, while the remaining trials were Xyway versus an untreated check.
We are excited to trial Xyway again in 2022, and possibly evaluate the
combination of Xyway followed by a VT fungicide application.

2021 Trial Data
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