
ASMUS FARM SUPPLY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS IN 2021 
AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 
WITH YOU IN 2022!
“Welcome to this edition of the Asmus Farm Supply Newsletter. Our entire staff is ready 
to serve you in the areas of Crop Protection, Plant Nutrition, Seed, and Seed Treatment. 
Thank you for the business you did with us in 2021. Let’s all raise a bumper crop in 
2022.” ~Co-Owner Harlan Asmus
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www.afschem.com

IN THE KNOW ABOUT 
DICAMBA!
The future of dicamba is once again in the news.  
Currently, the EPA, is taking yet another look at 
products used in the dicamba soybean and cotton 
systems.  The EPA is “extremely concerned” about 
reports of new dicamba incidences and indicated 
further changes for growers could be coming in the 
2022 growing season if analysis warrants adjustments. 
The EPA is still receiving and analyzing new incident 
information.  “The EPA is working very closely with 
state regulators to understand the conditions on the 
ground,” Michael Regan (EPA administrator) told 
state agriculture department staff and leaders. 

Continued on page 7
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AFS Podcast
Agronomy for Farmer 
Success

IT PAYS TO PREPAY 

Did you know that AFS has it’s own 
podcast?  The AFS podcast is on all 
major podcast apps.  Find by searching 
Asmus Farm Supply. 

Episodes from the podcast feature 
topics relevent to the season and 
products available to assist with in-
season pests and diseases. 

Subscribe to the AFS podcast on your 
preferred platform to be notified when 
new episodes are available. 

• If you need to switch products in-
season, AFS needs to charge the 
in-season price for the alternative 
brand .

• Every year, especially this year, the 
best hybrids and crop protection 
products sell out. By prepaying 
early, you are often able to lock in 
the products you want to generate 
the yields and profitability you 
desire. We are allocating the 
supply of some products that are 
exceptionally tight this year to 
give all existing customers that 
chance to purchase them.

• If you have unused prepay funds, 
those funds will rollover to the 
next crop year or can be returned 
to you upon request. 

AFS prepay season is open! Prepay is 
always a bit scary.  Maybe this year 
more than others with the volatility 
of the market for agriculture 
products.  AFS is a trusted supplier 
that ensures your products will be 
available when you need them. If 
you are worried about the risk this 
year and would like to take products 
home with you immediately, that can 
be done with the understanding that 
you are taking on the responsibility 
of properly storing those products 
through the winter.

Prepaying with AFS
•Prices go up outside the prepay 
season.  Taking advantage of early 
programs offered by manufactures 
keeps costs lower.  It is common to 
save 2-6% during prepay.  

Prepay at AFS

At AFS, we want to make the prepay 
process as easy and enjoyable as possible. 
Our staff always works towards offering 
you the best experience and value. 

• Lower pricing on crop inputs
• Lock in supply
• Potential tax benefits (talk to your tax advisor)
• Potential price protection
• Free up your time in-season

Due to the ever-changing market this season 
prepay is not on a set schedule as it has been in 
the past.  Prices are changing daily, the earlier 
you contact your agronomist the better to 
ensure the best possible price for 2022.   If you 
need your expense in 2021, for tax reasons, 
please ensure we receive your payment prior 
to December 31st.  If time becomes a crunch 
at the end of the year to get your payments in, 
consider using the AFS grower portal to book 
your products or load prepay funds.  

AFS Grower Breakfasts 
are back for 2022!
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Featured Product for 2022 - 
Acuron GT from Syngenta

In 2021, AFS had limited supply of Acuron GT and 
closely monitored the new herbicide’s performance.  
Happy with the results, AFS has made Acuron GT 
one of the Crop Protection’s Featured Products for 
2022. Learn more about how Acuron GT and how it 
may fit into your corn management plan this year.

Were you happy with your crop protection plan 
in 2021? There are many products to pick from 
to manage your weed, insect, and fungus issues. 
In 2022, AFS is very thankful to have so many 
product options. Worldwide shortages of some 
active ingredients may cause you to rotate your 
“normal” plan. It is always a good idea to change 
what you are doing in crop protection to help 
mitigte resistance issues.  “I didn’t think it would 
take a worldwide shortage to help us/force us 
to chang,” Harlan Asmus, co-owner and Crop 
Protection Manager. Don’t stress, the agronomy 
staff at Asmus Farm Supply is ready to discuss 
numerous options with you.

• Contains 4 active ingredients, including the 
unique component bicyclopyrone, and 3 sites 
of action

• Provides higher-level control of yield-
robbing grass and broadleaf weeds, including 
giant ragweed, common ragweed, kochia, 
marestail, morningglory, Palmer amaranth 
and waterhemp

• Offers longer-lasting residual control, 
which helps fully protect yield potential and 
minimize the weed seed bank for next year’s 
crop

• Supports early post-emergence application 
due to its longer-lasting residual, with 
application flexibility up to 30-inch corn if 
needed

• Delivers proven crop safety when used 
according to the label

• Recommended as part of a planned 2-pass 
program following a residual preemergence 
herbicide such as Lumax® EZ, Lexar® EZ, 
Bicep II Magnum®, Bicep Lite II Magnum® 
or Dual II Magnum® to help delay the 
development of weed resistance and protect 
yield potential
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There is never a simple solution to choosing your plant 
nutrition needs from year to year.  Reviewing what worked 
and what didn’t in 2021 and pairing that with your soil and 
in-season tissue results is a good place to start. 

The entire Midwest is considered abnormally dry and 
suffering from varying degrees of drought according to the 
US Drought Monitor.  Dry conditions play a role in how 
crops utilize nutrients, in both a good and bad manner.  
Taking an extra look at your soils and current drought 
conditions is worth your time this season.  

Plant Nutrition products have also been subject to 
increasing prices, with varying products currently having 
all-time high prices.  For some products, 2021 was the 
perfect storm of plant outages, supply disruption, exports, 
and more, that are continuing to drive the skyrocketing 
prices.  AFS has monitored the market and has utilized 
storage for products to assist farmers in keeping input 
costs lower for 2022.  

Plant nutrition products have not escaped being affected 
by supply chain disruptions.   AFS Plant Nutrition 
manager, Cody Wirtjes, is confident that AFS will have 
supply of products but stresses that booking your plant 
nutrition products during prepay season is going to be 
vital to ensuring products are ready for delivery when you 
need them.  Contact the Plant Nutrition department today 
to talk about your 2022 crop fertility needs and get your 
products booked.  

Take an extra look at your soils and 
current drought conditions for 2022.

Booking plant nutrition products 
during prepay is vital for 2022!
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What is it about?
For more information or to participate in 
FTF trials contact  Nate Eitzmann at the 
Rake office.  

Each year major chemical companies release a 
variety of new products.  To help AFS growers 
better understand which new products perform, up 
AFS agronomists, work with customers to manage 
these products in field trials.   

Growers work one-on-one with the trial lead to 
ensure proper procudures are followed.  At the end 
of the season, yield data is sent to AFS agronomists 
for analysis.  When all data had been received and 
processed, a results meeting is held at the Rake 
office.

Each year six products are tested as part of the 
program.  Promising products are trialed for 
two years. AFS is always looking for growers to 
participate in trials.  

For more information or to participate in First to 
the Field trials please contact Nate Eitzmann at the 
Rake office at 641-655-3658.   

www.afschem.com
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To properly prepare and ensure that AFS has supply of the correct products on hand, it is critical that seed treatment 
products are booked in advance.  Booking and prepaying your seed treatment needs will ensure that your product 
is in the AFS warehouse in order to get your seed treated for timely planting.  Customers that prepay between 
now and February 2022 will also receive a discounted price on their order.  AFS Seed Treatment department has 
two featured blends, AFS Select and AFS Protect, as well a number of individual seed treatment products for both 
soybeans and corn.  Contact your AFS agronomist today to book your seed treatment products and receive the 
prepay discount pricing. 
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DRIVING GERMINATION
& EMERGENCE
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It is Asmus Farm Supply’s desire to support many of the non-profit and charitable organizations 
within our customer service area. For several years now AFS has been able to monetarily support 
these organizations in two basic ways. First, an organization can submit a donation request sent by 
your organization to the nearest AFS location.Second, is our employee match program, where our 
employees donate to a charitable organization of their choosing and AFS matches those funds up to 
$100.

www.afschem.com

To date, the organizations that 
Asmus Farm Supply was proud 
to support in 2022 are:
• Ag in the Classroom 
• Black Knight Car Club
• Bricelyn Fire Department
• Buffalo Center Fire 

Department
• Buffalo Center Volunteer 

Ambulance
• City of Rudd, IA
• Coalition to Support Iowa’s 

Farmers
• Desean Hoffman Memorial
• ELC Booster Club
• ELC Clay Busters
• Emmet County 4-H 

Extension
• Emmet County Fair
• Estherville Chamber of 

Commerce
• Estherville Fire Department
• Estherville VFW
• Faribault County 4-H
• Frost Fire and Rescue

• Fulda FFA
• Fulda Fire Department
• Fulda Public Schools – 

Ambassador Company 
books

• Arianna and Hunter Hanson 
sprint car sponsorships

• Heron Lake Young Men’s 
Club

• Iowa Cattleman’s Association
• Iowa Lakes Community 

College
• Minnesota Purple Ribbon 

Auction
• Mission 22
• North Iowa After Prom
• North Union 5th grade book 

drive
• Okabena 4th of July
• Okabena Fire Department
• Rake Fire Department, Rake 

First Responders
• Rake Tractor Ride
• Sons of American Legion 

(Okabena)

• South Dakota State 
University Foundation

• St. Ansgar Athletics
• Winnebago County 

Conservation Education 
Center

• Winnebago County Fair
As we are gearing up for 2022, 
please consider submitting 
a donation request for your 
organization. Applications 
can be found on our website, 
afschem.com, at the very bottom 
of the page through a link titled 
Donation Requests. We look 
forward to contributing to our 
communities again in 2022!

Dicamba continued from page 1.
 “EPA is extremely concerned about these reports 
and is taking steps to better understand the nature 
and the severity of these incidents in order to 
assess the sufficiency of the mitigation in the 
2020 decision, and, if necessary, take appropriate 
regulatory action.”
The State of Minnesota has filed additional state-
level restrictions for the 2022 season.  These 
restrictions are not yet approved by the EPA, but 
include a June 12th cut-off date south of I-94 and 
temperature restrictions for the entire state. 
Bottom line ... as of today, there have been no 
changes to the label of the dicamba brands for use 
within the dicamba tolerant soybean and cotton 
systems. AFS will continue to sell products under 
their current label and monitor the situation. If 
the label changes before the application window, 
AFS will do our best to notify all partners that have 
purchased affected products from AFS for the 2022 
season. 



Asmus Farm Supply 
50245 40th Ave
Rake, IA 50465

Rake, IA Estherville, IA Fulda, MN Okabena, MN Manly, IA
641.566.3658 712.362.3366 507.425.3338 507.853.4441 641.454.3076

Contact Information for AFS


