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Matt is a 2018 South Dakota State University graduate with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Agronomy and a Minor in Animal Science.  Matt, his 
wife Stephanie, and their one-year-old son Bo live in Fulda.  In addition to 
working in agriculture, Matt is also a cattle and hog farmer.  Matt is excit-
ed to start meeting AFS customers and assisting them in planning for the 
upcoming 2023 season. 

Matt is the newest member of the AFS team in Okabena, MN.  

For the 2023 season, the Plant Nutrition department will start requiring signed 
contracts for a limited number of highly demanded products. Contracts for products 
will be generated in the AFS Grower Portal.  This format will allow growers to sign 
the contract from anywhere. If you have not yet activated your Grower Portal ac-
count, no problem. Your agronomist can assist you in the  activation of your account 
or can mail your contract to you for signature if you purchase a contracted product 
by phone or email. 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Welcome, Matthew Funk
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Adjuvants : Tank Mixes
Adjuvants  are included in tank mixes to optimize chemical and biological performance. Knowing which adjuvant to include in your 
tank mix is essential in maximizing the effects of your spray solution and your return on investment in crop protection chemistry. 
There are three primary adjuvant categories: Activators, Spray Modifiers and Utility Modifiers.
Spray Modifiers change the behavior of the spray solution. This behavior can change how the spray solution is atomized through the 
spray tip, or how it survives the flight from the nozzle tip to the target and even how it forms a spray deposit. Drift Control Agents, 
Deposition Aids, Retention Aids, Spreaders and Stickers are all examples of Spray Modifier Adjuvants 

Drift Control Agents (DRA) are materials used in liquid spray solutions to reduce physical drift. Specifically these types of adjuvants 
are designed to modify the spray solution and change how the spray sheet, that extends from the nozzle tip, breaks up into smaller 
pieces. This change can result in minimizing drift by either increasing droplet size and, or reducing the volume of driftable spray fines. 
Oily- Surfactants, Oil-Emulsions and Viscosity Modifier technologies can all be very effective at reducing drift, when matched with the 
proper spray nozzles. 
Deposition Aids is designed improve the ability of the spray solution to deposit on a specific target surface. Remember, deposition 
aids are NOT the same as a drift control agent. 
Retention Aids Small spray droplets are more easily retained on leaf surfaces. Larger droplets tend to bounce-off or splatter. Reten-
tion aids are designed to reduce the bounce or splatter from larger droplets and retain more of the spray solution on the leaf surface. 
Right where you want it.
Spreaders increase the area that a spray droplet of a given volume of spray mixture will cover on a target, Surfactants, used at low 
use-rates can act as a simple spreader. Spreaders are not good penetrators and generally are not used for CP products that need to 
move past the cuticle and into the intracellular tissue. 
Stickers by definition are materials that assist the spray deposit to adhere to the target in terms of resistance to wind, water or me-
chanical action. While Retention Aids may or may not act like Stickers, Stickers do not function like Retention Aids. Stickers are most 
commonly used to adhere protectant types of fungicides and insecticides to leaf surfaces and protect them from wash-off.

In all cases, the proper adjuvant is key to effective pesticide applications. Please contact your AFS agronomist today for more infor-
mation and to insure you or using the proper adjuvants to optimize results and yields in your fields.  
This article concludes a three part series on Adjuvants.  View the whole series here:  https://www.afschem.com/afs-media/newsletters_2022/

AFS Select will now include the new CruiserMaxx 
APX from Syngenta.  This change will supercharge 
your protection against early-season insects and 
diseases, including Pythium and Phytophthora.  
CruiserMaxx APX combines the proven Cruiser-
Maxx Vibrance ® seed treatment with picarbutra-
zox (PCBX), a novel mode of action, giving grow-
ers the flexibility to confidently plant when they 
chose to while minimizing the risk of replanting.  

In trials, CruiserMaxx APX promoted faster and 
more uniform emergence of soybeans, even 
under periods of stress.  With the RootingPower of 
Vibrance, CruiserMaxx APX helps establish more 
robust roots to increase the efficiency of nutrient 
and moisture uptake.  

Ask your AFS agronomist about protecting your 
seed with the new formulated AFS Select, which 
now includes CruiserMaxx APX.

AFS Offers FieldReveal

Interested in taking your operation to the next level and incorporate a 
precision farming platform?  FieldReveal serves as a cloud-based hub for 
agronomists and allows them to easily connect with your operation. 

Ask your AFS agronomist about how one of the FieldReveal plan could 
work for you.  

FieldReveal is a proven precision ag system and comprehensive 
mapping and data platform.
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Fall Herbicides: For No-till & Strip-till

Supply for 2023: 
What to Expect

Weed Control Without Compromise

Have you ever put a pre-emerge herbicide on in the fall? A practice that was popular 
in the past could have practical applications for us yet today. Fall application may be 
necessary if you practice no-till or strip-till for control of perennial weeds, but it also has 
benefit for conventional or reduced tillage farming practices.

The major benefit is to prohibit early germinating weeds from getting a start in the spring. Time or labor may be less 
available in the fall, but if you can fit this application into your fall schedule, it will be worth the effort. In no-till and 
strip-till, controlling dandelion and burdock does not only get you off to a cleaner start the next spring, but is also 
the best time of year to control these weed species. Any formulation of 2,4-D is sufficient to provide control. So, if 
the sprayer is making a trip across the field, why not also include a residual product for control of annual grass and 
broadleaf species as well?
Typical reasons why we hear you do not want to include a residual brand for fall application:
1. I do not know what crop will be planted in the field next year.

• Use a product like Dual (metolachlor) or Valor (flumioxin), and you can plant either corn or soybeans next year
2. Will it work being applied so early?

• Applying in the fall allows you to receive more moisture for activation of the herbicide next spring, through 
snow melt or early spring rains

3. I want the herbicide to last through crop emergence and until my post-emerge application next spring. Can fall 
applied herbicide do this?

• You need to apply the full rate in the fall so that the herbicide can last for weeks after crop emergence next 
spring.

4. I plant cover crops in the fall.
• If this is the case, you cannot apply herbicide in the fall. I will say though that you get early-season weed sup-

pression by having an actively growing cover crop. This is a good thing.

Consider getting a head start on your weed control for next season by applying a burndown and/or residual herbi-
cide to your fields this fall.

First, supply constraints ex-
perienced in 2022 will not go 
away in 2023. Now, that’s out 
of the way, supply challenges 
for 2023 will be different than 
in 2022.

At the publishing of this article, 
supply of glyphosate (Roundup) and    
glufosinate (Liberty) are better now 
than they were in 2021 leading into 
2022. Because of this, Asmus Farm 
Supply is not promoting that you 
need to buy now to ensure supply 
for 2023. I am working diligently to 
take possession of as many gallons of 
these brands as possible before you 
want to prepay for next year. Pos-
session is the only way you actually 
know that you will get what is booked 
during prepay season.

Asmus Farm Supply strives to be your 
Trusted, Reliable Supplier. If we do 
not live up to that standard, please let 
us know.

Thank you for your business.

Tendovo is a broad-spectrum residual soybean herbicide, specifically 
formulated as a 3-way premix that allows growers to combat weeds 
without sacrificing crop safety.

With three sites of action. Tendovo herbicide combines unprecedent-
ed weed control and crop safety to deliver higher yield potential in 
soybeans.  Compatible with all soybean traits and soil types, Tendovo 
provides a sound defense against more than 70 yield-robbing weeds.  
Tendovo’s broad-spectrum control provides protection from grasses 
and broadleaf weeds, including waterhemp, Palmer amaranth, giant 
ragweed, common ragweed, marestail, and lambsquarter.  

Tendovo is the first and only soybean herbicide premix containing clor-
asnsulam, S-metolachlor and metribuzin.  This combination provides 
redefined performance and adds flexibilty to any soybean preemer-
gence weed control option.   

Keep your fields cleaner longer and shut down early germinating 
weeds next season by adding Tendovo to your soybean acres.  

Harlan Asmus - Co-Owner and 
Crop Protection Manager of 
Asmus Farm Supply

“

“
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