
Importance of Diversity
Message from Harlan Asmus

University of Minnesota researchers 
recently confirmed the first case of 
glufosinate-resistant waterhemp in 
Minnesota, marking a significant 
development for soybean and corn weed 
management across the Upper Midwest. 
The resistant population was identified 
after a grower reported poor control 
despite applying a full labeled rate of 
glufosinate, one of the most widely 
relied-upon postemergence herbicides for 
managing tough broadleaf weeds.

Waterhemp has long been one of the 
most challenging weeds for Midwestern 
growers, with many populations already 
resistant to multiple herbicide groups. In 
recent years, glufosinate (Group 10) has 
served as a critical tool where glyphosate, 
ALS inhibitors, PPO inhibitors, and other 
modes of action have failed. Confirmation 
of resistance means that in some fields, 
even this last dependable postemergence 
option may no longer provide consistent 
control.

Researchers found that resistant 
waterhemp plants survived labeled 
glufosinate rates and, in many cases, regrew 
from lateral buds after initial injury. This 
type of survival highlights an important 
point for growers: increasing application 
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Waterhemp resistance is 
expanding across the Midwest, 
with control slipping across 
multiple herbicide groups and 
now, one of the last effective 
postemergence tools is at risk.

Glufosinate-resistant waterhemp 
has been confirmed in Minnesota 
adding to growing concerns 
about how long current herbicide 
programs will remain effective. 

The finding is significant because 
glufosinate has been one of 
the last reliable postemergence 
options for controlling multiple-
resistant waterhemp populations.

Read the full article at:

https://www.agriculture.com/
minnesota-confirms-state-
s-first-glufosinate-resistant-
waterhemp-11935436

rates or relying on repeat passes is unlikely 
to overcome true herbicide resistance once 
it is present.

It is important to note that glufosinate 
resistance is currently field-specific and 
does not mean the herbicide has lost 
effectiveness everywhere. In many fields, 
glufosinate-based programs continue 
to perform well. However, the discovery 
underscores the need to protect its 
usefulness by avoiding overreliance and 
shifting management strategies where 
risk is high. Asmus Farm Supply, Inc. 
agronomists recommend that all fields be 
protected with robust rates of pre-emerge 
herbicides in both corn and soybean fields. 
Then, follow with a layered residual product 
with the first post-emerge herbicide 
application to continue controlling weeds 
at germination timing.

As glufosinate use is expected to increase 
following recent changes to other herbicide 
technologies, this confirmation serves as 
a timely reminder: proactive, diversified 
weed management is now more important 
than ever. Addressing resistance before 
it becomes widespread will help preserve 
remaining herbicide tools and protect long-
term crop productivity.
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New Partnership 
for Biologicals
Every technology evolves. Biologicals are 
no different and are helping growers to 
maximize ROI. AFS recently partnered 
with BIOTROP to bring cutting-edge 
technology to your fields. Harlan, Amy, 
and Cody have all visited BioTrop 
facilities in Brazil and believe they can 
provide tools valuable to our growers 

success. 

With operations across the Americas and 
beyond, BIOTROP develops, formulates, 
manufactures, and markets high-quality 
biological solutions that prime plants 
to absorb nutrients, tolerate stress, and 
increase productivity.

The company was founded in Brazil in 
2018 and has grown an average of 55% 
in sales year-over-year over the last few 
years. In 2025 alone, their technologies 

were applied to more than 100 million 
acres, demonstrating the high quality 
and performance of their products.

BIOTROP is part of the BioFirst Group, 
the world’s largest biological player in 
agriculture, with over $580 million in 
annual revenue. Their state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facilities have a capacity 
of 13 million gallons, guaranteeing 
consistency in every batch regarding 
concentration and microbial strains.

Products are available
AFS has dicamba products on hand and ready for use 
in 2026.

Training is required for 
applicators
As in years past, anyone applying dicamba products 
is required to complete a certification course. For 
2026, applicators will need to utilize online options to 
obtain proper certification.

Bulletins Live! Two
All dicamba products are subject to EPA label 
requirements.  Applicators are responsible for 
checking Bulletins Live! Two and ensuring they are in 
full compliance, withing six months of application. 

Additional requirements for States
• Iowa – do not apply after June 12th or V4, 

whichever comes first
• Minnesota – do not apply after June 12th south of

I-94; do not apply after June 30th north of I-94;
do not apply if the air temperature will exceed 85
degrees

• South Dakota – do not apply after June 30th

Dicamba is BACK!

https://www.afschem.com/departments/crop-protection/dicamba-2026/
https://www.syngenta-us.com/seed-treatment/victrato
https://www.afschem.com/specialty-services/acreprotect-by-taranis/
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